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COMMUNICATIONS

By Jim Lemke

I hope you have enjoyed Telltales this year.  This will be my 
last issue.  I have enjoyed my experiences on the board and 
putting this newsletter together  - I get to read all the 
submissions in advance!  I appreciate the input I have 
received, both stories & pictures.  It makes the issue much 
more interesting to have your involvement.

While it was not sanctioned by the club, I arranged WiFi for a 
group of members that wanted it.  I think it worked out pretty 
well.  I plan to do this again next year.  A directional antenna 
should improve the connection for everyone.

I hope to see many of you at the AGM.
Enjoy your season of “sailing prep” !
Jim.      communications@hawkestone-yc.ca

TELLTALES
H Y C  N e w s l e t t e r

AGM is Saturday November 3 at 2:00 p.m.
St. Thomas Anglican Church, 28 Church Street, Shanty Bay
AGM agenda, proxy notice and draft copy of the 2011 AGM 
minutes were e-mailed to all members at least a week ahead.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
By Bill Reynolds

This has been the best summer for me for a few years. The 
court case that we are facing is dragging slowly to a head but 
our lawyers told me to enjoy myself as nothing will happen until 
the late fall at the earliest. That lifted a burden from my 
shoulders. Then Gale retired in late April and agreed to go 
cruising in the Bay. 

The planning for the trip started in May with the acquisition of 
charts (purchased and borrowed) and quizzing the many 
experienced Georgian Bay sailors to determine where to go 
and what to avoid. The dinghy motor needed to be adjusted to 
ensure easy starting and storage containers were purchased 
so we could use every nook and cranny in the boat for food 
and supplies.

We left right after the July long weekend and made the Trent 
System trek to Midland in 13 hours. Then we travelled counter 
clockwise around the Bay trying to keep our daily travels to 
less than 20 miles. Including the round trip through the Trent 
we covered over five hundred nautical miles. While most of the 
trip involved motoring, we got a few days of good wind and 
enjoyed the silence of the sails. Frank Belchamber was correct 
though -- in the Bay, your Windex usually points to your 
destination. 

Of course, anchoring out is the best part of cruising (although 
Gale prefers to spend a holiday looking at hotel room ceilings!) 
We enjoyed many afternoons and evenings in quiet, private, 
picturesque bays. Some of the notable anchorages include 
Chimney Bay on Beausoleil Island, Bone Island (NE side), 
King Bay, Spider Bay, Sawdust Bay (Parry Sound), Kitslano 
Bay, and John Sugar Bay.  We found that some of the 
anchorages recommended in the Ports book were either far An great picture from the end of our harbour.
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TELLTALES
too narrow (too many rocks should the boat swing) or were too 
deep (40 to 50 feet within thirty feet of a rocky shore).

One of the reasons that I wanted to go to the Bay was to verify 
my charting skills. Once we left Parry Sound we sailed in the 
open Bay and avoided the small craft channel. I was able to plot 
way points on the charts and transfer them to the GPS. I was 
able to predict our ETA within 20 minutes, and we always got to 
where we planned each day. It was particularly exciting when 
we could see no land on any horizon and the depth finder 
showed over 500 feet.

We met some wonderful people on the trip. Even power boaters 
were friendly and open to good conversation. Eric and Cynthia, 
with a 30 foot Catalina from the 1000 Islands near Kingston, 
helped us get our mast stepped at Wye Heritage Marina.  Remi 
and Dominique, who drove a 45 foot Carver out of Montreal, 
gave us their bicycles so we could ride down to the local ice 
cream dealer in Britt for a cone. Jim, who sailed a 45 foot 
Valiant, not only loaned me a boson’s chair but cranked me up 
the mast so I could fix a radar reflector that had come loose on 
the way to Lion’s Head. Gordon and his wife, who sail a 38 foot 
Hunter out of Meaford Harbour, stood in the rain with us and 
recounted stories of their time in Wingfield Basin facing down 
three rattle snakes that refused to move off the path they were 
on and their trip home after being struck by lightning.

We were warned about mosquitos before we left but they were 
worse in the HYC harbour than in the Bay. The flies were the 
nemesis of our trip. All types and sizes of flies hounded us from 
Parry Sound to Lion’s Head. They were hungry and would 

always attack my ankles when we were in a very narrow 
channel and I was forced to keep both hands on the wheel.

We were concerned about Lolli Pop, our Shih-Tzu puppy. She 
had to adapt quickly to a very structured toilet schedule. 
Although she didn’t initially like getting into the dinghy from the 
swim platform, after a few days she was comfortable and even 
put her feet up on the bow to see where we were going.

We faced one terrible trip from Killarney. Although the day 
started well and we sailed for a portion of the trip the wind 
began to pick up around noon and the waves grew from one 
foot to well over five feet with the wind on our bow increasing to 
over 20 k. With full throttle we were struggling to maintain 2 
knots into the waves. The boat slammed into the troughs and 
was tossed over the white caps. Lolli was not a happy puppy. It 
took us over two hours to make the last two miles into Club 
Island. 

After that leg of the journey, getting home became the priority. 
High waves plagued us for three days with threats of thunder 
storms in every marine forecast. We sailed from Meaford to 
Victoria Harbour in one day (48 M) through rain and dark skies. 
But the winds favoured us with a broad reach from Christian 
Island to Queen’s Cove Marina and we motor sailed at 7.5 k all 
the way to the harbour.

The scenery around the Bay is awe inspiring for sure. Both Gale 
and I spent significant time in our childhoods growing up and 
holidaying around the Bay. But as Gale says, after four weeks of 
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TELLTALES
sitting on a little boat and sleeping on 6 inch thick mattresses, one 
rock looks a lot like another.

I know that Gale wished for Dorothy’s Ruby Slippers when we 
were in the midst of the blow and big waves but when we got 
home we both agreed there’s no place like home.  Lake Simcoe 
and Hawkestone YC look even better to us after our trip to the 
Bay.

PROPERTY DIRECTOR
By Ron Marsh
 I can’t believe Linda and I just spent the last two weekends 
hauling out, winterizing and putting the winter cover on the boat.  
The summer of 2012 weather has been hot and it has been good 
to see all the members out to the club enjoying the weather, 
sailing and the beach.  This season when the wind was favourable 
Linda and I enjoyed the Friday racing , we were even able to finish 
in the middle of the fleet on the last race.  I did note Thanksgiving 
weekend that Linda has posted the best female Veronica Cup 
time. It was the best overall time for many weeks previous but was 
not challenged until the mast of our Bayfield was down.

During all this I have been working hard to spend your 
membership dollars.  We had some challenges with the water 
systems throughout the club and especially the washrooms.  
There had been a few leaks and with the help of master plumber 
Dave we added new toilets in each of the washrooms.  We had to 
replace the sewage pump at the clubhouse after a very odourous 
Sunday afternoon.  The upper deck of the club house is now 

usable thanks to Peter.  The biggest project of the year was the 
walking bridge.  What started as just a new deck and railings 
turned into a full bridge replacement.  It was a complete success! 
Both the deck and the bridge were completed in some very hot 
weather, so thanks to the many helping hands. Richard has added 
a spectacular evening light show to the walking bridge well worth 
the trip to see.

We had been experiencing some difficulties with the current winch 
for the mast crane so a new motorized winch has been installed 
and seems to be working fine.  Please handle this equipment with 
the utmost respect, care and safety procedures.

We were able to cleanup a great deal in the back lot and add 
some gravel. In September we had a tree service come in and 
remove some hazardous trees and several that were in the way of 
Mawdsley’s crane.

The new work hour log book for 2013 season is now in the club 
house. Please take time to fill in all your hours, it not only avoids 
charges but helps us plan the amount of volunteer time it takes to 
operate the club. Overall I believe a great deal was accomplished 
this year to maintain and improve the club.

 So here I sit knowing I must now adjust to dreaming of the next 
sailing season while planning and adding to the boat “to do list”. 
Well this has been an amazing sailing season and I even had time 
(or made time) to participate in two or three races in the latter part 
of the summer. Being new at trying to go faster than surrounding 
boats I had never imagined that you could get so thrilled with all 
that is involved in a race even if the wind only peaks to four knots 
or so... It is also good exercise as your heart can sure speed up 
with the level of excitement that is generated...

On the property front, several projects were completed this year 
and it is even hard to keep track of them. A major one that comes 
to mind is the repairs to the creek bank and I want to especially 
thank Tony Miles for his expertise and persistence in working with 
the different government departments. More recently I was glad to 
see some of you, under my guidance, show up in the middle of the 
week to reclaim our own transmission line from the ever growing 
bush surrounding it and thus saving the club a good chunk of 
money. The revamped deck on the clubhouse is coming along well 
and will be completed when the floor material is available again in 
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the spring. Thanks to Sjaak Bregg and Michael Pape. There are 
still jobs that were advertised via email and are desperately 
awaiting for one or two takers to come forward soon.
Thanks to all of you who gave of your time this summer!
It looks like there is still some more nice weather in store for those 
of us who have not come out of the water yet, letʼs hope...

See you at the AGM!

SOCIAL DIRECTOR
By Joan & Hans Juffermans

As we head to the first lift out, it’s time to review your social 
schedule since the last Telltales. 

July had two events the last two weekends.  On the 21st, six HYC 
boats headed for the annual pig roast at LCYC.  The weather co-
operated for the whole weekend, but the light winds made for 
some sailing and some motoring.  There was the usual good time 
and great food from our friends across the lake.  After breakfast on 
Sunday the boats headed home.  Once again the winds were 
fickle and some help from the motor was needed.

The following weekend brought the Sun/Moon cruise.  We’re told 
by the convenors, the Grudziens,  that winds started light, but built  
allowing all to sail over.  It was the “parking” that got interesting as 
Anonymous’ motor was a no-go, so Richard provided a lesson in 
how to dock under sail.  After the show, it was appetizers galore, a 
few drinks to wash them down, some conversation and a few folks 
taking a quick dip into the lake before supper.  The new addition to 
the menu was lamb and it was a hit as was the music provided by 
the pianist.  Then it was time to sail back by the light of the moon.  
That is, once Anonymous was towed out.  Apparently that was 
even more entertaining than watching her sail in.  It involved at 
least 3 other boats (not all at once) and one of them had to power 
out of a muddy bottom.  Small, but mighty, Dolphin, finally got the 
job done.  It truly was a sail home as the winds piped up to 20 
knots at times.  Once back to HYC, it was time to tow a certain 
C&C again.  This time the honour fell to Sara Jane.  All ended well 
with everyone back in their slips and no new scratches to the gel 
coat.

The next weekend was the long August one and brought the 
inauguration of a new event, The Captain Ron Night.  The second 

floor of the clubhouse was turned into a movie theater.  All the 
equipment was loaned to the sponsors, the Belchambers, by 
various members.  A big thank you to those members as it meant 
the night was almost revenue even.  There was a very slight profit 
which went towards the popcorn and machine as this was 
delivered, set up and operated by the member-owners.  Along with 
the movie and popcorn, there was beer and margaritas (at 
appropriate parts of the movie), a quiz to see if you were just a 
viewer or a die-hard fan, and even prizes for costumes.  We were 
also treated to a demonstration of salsa dancing by our very own 
“Dancing-with-the Stars” partners, Joanne & Paul Grudzien.  This 
was followed by lessons to those who were willing and able.   It 
seems people are still talking about that night, so hats off to the 
sponsors as you did a great job.  Thanks also, to all the folks who 
donated equipment, and those who spent time setting-up chairs, 
or cleaning up afterwards.

Moving on in August, the next event was our beef BBQ on the 
18th.  New converors, the Strabbings, with help from the Tielens, 
and a lot of members in various roles, put on another memorable 
evening.  The weather also co-operated.  The music was provided 
by a DJ who played from the clubhouse patio.  While the beef was 
done earlier than expected, and the carvers were running late 
(something about another surgery running longer than expected?) 
Everyone got plenty to eat and compliments were aplenty.  We 
had a number of guests from LCYC who tell us they always look 
forward to this dinner and have never been disappointed.   Along 
with dinner, the LCYC folks were invited for a hot breakfast on 
Sunday morning.  As Holly, Bill and helpers did such a great job, 
there was breakfast enough for several HYC people as well.

The final on-the-lake-social-event was the LSIS Long Distance 
race on Labour Day weekend.  Due to vacation your Social 
Director was not able to attend the festivities.  However word of 
mouth and reports from convenors advise that the weather was 
good, there was more than enough corn and lots of hungry folks 
turned up for breakfast both mornings.

Joanne Davison and Gord Kennedy took on the corn roast.  They 
put in a very long day to see that all went well and then, because 
there was extra, did it again the next day.  Kudos to you two for all 
your hard work.
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My sources say the two breakfasts were just what the racers 
needed before heading out to the start line.  A very big thanks to 
Sandy Powell for taking on both breakfasts.  She was most 
appreciative of the assistance from her helpers.

As Social Director I would like to thank all those who have helped 
at all of our social events this season.  But there is one more to 
come.  On October 20th we have our annual Commodore’s Ball.  
It will be at the same locale as last year with the same caterer.  
The cost is $40.00 per person and tickets can be purchased from 
either myself or Hans in the next few weeks.  If you’re new to the 
club, come out and enjoy this one “dress-up” event.  Most of us 
clean up pretty well!

TREASURER
By John Logrippo

Summer has gone and we’ve had wonderful weather. Lift out is 
rapidly approaching and I can only hope i don't regret choosing  
the early lift out date. I have a feeling there's still a lot of great 
sailing weather to come.

We he haven't had any major expenditures since the last quarter 
with the exception of a new motor and winch for the mast crane. 
With the addition of a new cable and taxes, it cost us just a shade 
under $5,000. This was a necessary expenditure which  should 
give us many years of safe and reliable service.

As most of you are aware,  our harbour needs to be dredged so a 
contract has been finalized with Stern Marine to complete the work 
this fall.  It will cost us $58,000 + HST.  While this may seem like a 
huge amount, it was actually the lowest  of three bids.  As the work 
will be done in the November time frame, it won't affect this year's 
cost line.

Just another reminder that work hours for this sailing season will 
be recorded until Sept 30.  Any hours worked after this date will be 
recorded for next year.  Un-worked hours will be charged at $50 / 
hour.

It should also be noted that  charges for dry storage have changed 
effective Nov 1. The fee will now be $50 per month for the entire 
year (as opposed to current charges of  $25 / month for winter 

storage and $75 / month for summer storage). Our Prescribed 
Rates Schedule has been updated to reflect these changes.

In the next month or so I`ll be busy putting together a budget for 
2013 as well as a Financial Statement that I`ll be presenting at the 
next AGM. I`ll also be preparing invoices  for next season  and as 
was reported at last year`s AGM, I`ll be sending them out  around 
the middle of October,  making payment due by Nov 15 / 2012.  
Last year I was able to send over half the invoices via email. I`m 
hoping to increase that number this year so please advise me if 
this is your preference.  It  should also be noted that I need to be 
advised if your email address has changed since last year.

Have a safe  lift out and see you all at the AGM!

MEMBERSHIP
By Kory Keeping
The sailing season is winding down at HYC and  only a handful 
of die hards are braving the autumn conditions.

Rumours have it we may have some boats going to the 
Caribbean from our neck of the woods.  In 2005 Susan and I 
acted as crew on Sophisticated Lady owned and skippered by 
Rick Moore.  Rick was a past member of HYC with only one 
dream to live and work on a sailing vessel in the sunny south.

The Lady was a well equipped Jeanneau 50 with four staterooms 
complete with ensuite heads.  Her beam was a generous 16 feet.

We started our journey with 50 other boats in the famous Carib 
1500 which went from Norfolk to the British Virgin Islands.  As we 
left Norfolk we were dwarfed by the war ships in the harbour 
which were escorted by high powered RIB's driven by young 
sailors with 50 cal guns mounted on the front.

The first 36 hours were like sailing in July with barely a breath of 
wind.  Winds then started picking up slowly but surely and so did 
the seas.  By day 4 we were in 30 foot waves and the wind was 
50 knots gusting to 70!

A boat behind us lost their mast and called for assistance.  They 
emailed their kid stateside to reach out to puerto Rico coast 
guard - their response was less than favourable.  Coast guard 
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said if no one was hurt and you had fuel they were not coming 
out in a tropical storm.  Oh forgot to mention we were 200 miles 
off shore at this point.

We had boats come up to them and drop gerry cans of diesel 
tied to fenders and they had to fish them out of the angry sea. 
Did I mention the youngest kid on board was 65.

Shortly after that we were watching Capt Ron and I think that 
was a bit of bad luck.  Well we heard a crash and the shackle for 
the head sail broke and the genny fell into the sea.  Susan 
worked the helm while three of us pulled the sail in while tied off.  
Our main had the leach ripped from top to bottom.  We were 
double reefed and going 9 knots.

After 5 days in a tropical storm and taking Gravol like a meth 
addict at a rock concert, the seas calmed down and  30 knots of 
wind became quite comfortable.

Eating in those conditions was funny, we were eating out of dog 
dishes with rubber feet so our food wouldn't get away from us.  
We got hit by a couple of rogue waves while I was in the cockpit.  
The wave hit me from behind causing me to slam into the 
cockpit . I looked like a trout out of water, thought I broke a rib or 
two, but was fine.  Rick had his parrot on board who yelled out 
whoa hoo as I was crumpled up like a cheap suit in the cockpit.  I 
think he was laughing at me.

After reaching Rhodetown our legs were a little wobbly - I 
thought the concrete dock was floating.

Cross that one off the old bucket list!

LIFE JACKET RECALL
Via Bill Reynolds

Mustang Survival is notifying the public of an urgent advisory for 
specific Hydrostatic (H.I.T.) inflatable PFDs sold in Canada and 
manufactured during April and May of 2012. A portion of these 
PFDs may be subject to delayed or non-inflations.

The following Mustang Survival products are affected:
 MA7214 HIT inflatable re-arm kit
 MD3153 Deluxe Inflatable PFD with HIT
 MD3154 Deluxe Inflatable PFD with HIT (with harness)
 MD3157 Inflatable Work Vest with HIT
 
To determine if you are impacted by this precautionary advisory 
please visit www.mustangsurvival.com/HIT for details of the 
recall.

DROP THE HOOK WEEKEND
Pics from Ron Reid

Child labour?
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Captain Mike!

All rafted up..

The starving crew.

And a quiet night for all..
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A FEW PEOPLE PICS

Colourful crew

Someone has to do it!

We Got CAKE!

TIPS FOR CRUISING
By Bill Reynolds
When Gale and I planned our trip to Georgian Bay this July, I 
tried to prepare for the trip by reading everything I could about 
provisioning for cruising and by talking with some of our 
experienced members. If you plan to be out on the water for 
weeks, you need to think about meals, fuel (both for the boat and 
for the appliances), storage, provisioning on route, etc. We 
learned some lessons and would like to share them with you.

FUEL
When planning your route, note all marinas (phone numbers and 
facilities) that you may pass during the trip. Richardson’s and 
Ports are both extremely valuable resources in this regard. We 
began looking for a refueling site when our diesel gauge dipped 
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below the ½ full mark. The first place we stopped was unable to 
service us because low water meant we could not get to their 
fuel dock with a 4’ 6” draft. The next marina that sold diesel was 
a half a day’s motoring away. When we got close, we phoned 
ahead to find that their pump was broken. When we finally made 
it to the next nearest diesel pump two days later we had only four 
litres of fuel left in the tank. Many marinas are getting rid of their 
diesel pumps! Don’t wait - refuel when you can.

HOLDING TANK
On our fifth day anchored out I checked the holding tank gauge. 
It showed the tank was ¾ full. Out of curiosity, I went into the 
back of the boat and did a visual check on the tank. There was 
about ½ inch from the pipe into the tank and the fluid level! We 
went to the nearest marina with pump-out facilities. Nobody was 
home. The place was deserted at 9 am on a Sunday. We had to 
travel an extra two hours out of our way to find a pump-out 
facility. We aimed at no more than 4 days between pump-outs 
from that point on.

PROPANE
We were warned that propane might be difficult to obtain in Little 
Current. Even in Killarney the propane refill had to be 
“arranged” (code for a long drive out of town). We were equipped 
with three full tanks so this wasn’t an issue for us. It is wise to 
check out all services offered at the marinas en route to know 
what is offered in advance (See Richardson’s and/or Ports).

REFRIGERATION
If you have an ice box or cooler, plan to pick up ice every two or 
three days. We have a 1.5 cubic foot fridge (totally inadequate) 
and a 2.4 cubic foot freezer. Besides the fact that these devices 
put a huge demand on the house batteries there is not enough 
space for perishable foods and cold drinks in the fridge. We 
purchased a cooler and kept milk, cheese, pop, water and 
condiments in it. Bread was kept in the fridge to reduce mould 
which would destroy a loaf in 3 days outside of the fridge. We 
opted for the 4 litre bags of milk keeping to unopened bags in the 
cooler and the one in use in the fridge. Fresh vegetables are 
harder to find as you travel north in the Bay so we used canned 
and frozen vegetables. We froze all of our meat, poultry and fish 
before we loaded it in the boat’s freezer. We took enough frozen 
food for 26 meals and had some steaks and fish still frozen to 
bring home after the trip.

GARBAGE
Garbage, we were told, was the biggest problem cruisers deal 
with. I figured fresh water and holding tank capacity would top 
the list. But we prepared for the garbage problem in advance. All 
boxes were disposed of prior to packing. The cereal, coffee 
filters, chips, etc. were stored in zip lock bags. Cans and plastic 
bottles were crushed when empty. When the kitchen waste 
bucket was filled it was transferred to a black garbage bag in the 
cockpit locker.  Whenever we stopped for ice, water, fuel or 
pump-out we dumped the garbage. Even with the hot, humid July 
weather, we didn’t have a stinky garbage smell.

LAUNDRY
We planned to visit a marina once a week to purchase supplies 
and do the laundry. Not all marinas have laundry facilities! Check 
in advance. Those that do, have a limited number of machines so 
plan to wait for them. Take coins – quarters, loonies and toonies. 
Don’t leave your laundry while you do something else. We were 
told by one boater that she returned to find all her wet clothes on 
the floor. When the machine had stopped whoever was waiting, 
emptied it and put in her own laundry! Plan to live in a bathing 
suit and you will have less laundry and more free time.

SHADE
It was very hot while we were on our holiday. I found that I had a 
small 12 foot square tarp in the cockpit locker and put it to use as 
an awning. Gale got creative with a bag of clothes pins and our 
towels. We set up shade areas in the cockpit and on the deck 
wherever we anchored to keep cool during the late afternoon. I 
would recommend purchase of a custom sunbrella awning that 
can be fitted along the boom of your boat to block the sun while 
still allowing a breeze to blow through. We saw an example of 
one such device used by a couple in a 30’ Catalina. It didn’t 
make the racket that our poly tarp made and provided the couple 
with a shady retreat.

I’m sure there is much more to learn and to share. If you have 
tips for cruising, send them in to Telltales so we can all benefit 
from your experiences!
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